
International Talk Like a Pirate Day  

 

Date When Celebrated : Always September 19 th  

Ahoy, Matey! Did you know that today is International Talk Like a Pirate Day? It's a day just 
for fun, a day to let out the pirate in each of us. We like "just for fun" days and we know you do, 
too.  

Practice up your "pirate-speak" in anticipation of this day. The conversation will be lively, and 
you don't want to be left behind. Today, everyone will be talking the talk, if not walking the 
walk. It is not a requirement to dress like a pirate today. Just talk like one.   

Are you a Pirate at heart, or in your soul?  

 
Origin of International Talk Like a Pirate Day:  
John Baur and Mark Summers created the concept of International Talk Like a Pirate Day on 
June 6, 1995. While playing racquetball, they began to talk to each other in Pirate-speak". After 
leaving the court, they decided that there was a need to create this day. After much thought, 
Mark Summers selected September 19th as the date. This was his wife's birthday. So, he thought 
it would be an easy date to remember. And so, International Talk Like a Pirate Day was born. 

 

 



Phrases 
Areas of the Ship >  

ahoy 
An interjection used to hail a ship or a person, or to attract attention. 

 

Arr! 
An exclamation. 

 

Avast! 
A command meaning stop or desist, from the Italian "basta", meaning stop. 

 

aye (or ay) 
Yes; an affirmation. 

 

becalmed 
The state of a sailing vessel which cannot move due to a lack of wind. 

 

http://www.pirateglossary.com/areasoftheship


belay 
1. To secure or make fast (a rope, for example) by winding on a cleat or pin. 
2. To stop, most often used as a command. 

 

bilged on her anchor 
A ship holed or pierced by its own anchor. 

Related: Merriment & Misery 

 

Blimey! 
An exclamation of surprise, short for "God blind me!", which is very common to 
this day in Britain and sometimes shortened less to"Gor blimey" or "Cor blimey." 

 

blow the man down 
To kill someone. 

 

boom about 
When a ship turns in the wind the boom can swing violently enough to injure or 
kill a person on board. "Boom about" may be shouted to warn others the boom is 
about to move. 

See also boom. 

http://www.pirateglossary.com/merrimentandmisery


Related: Areas of the Ship 

 

bring a spring upon her cable 
To come around in a different direction, oftentimes as a surprise maneuver. 

 

careen 
To take a ship into shallower waters or out of the water altogether and remove 
barnacles and pests such as mollusks, shells and plant growth from the bottom. 
Often a pirate needs to careen his ship to restore it to proper speed. Careening can 
be dangerous to pirates as it leaves the ship inoperable while the work is being 
done. 

Related: Ships 

 

chase 
A ship being pursued, or the act of pursuing a ship. 

Related: Weaponry 

 

code of conduct 
A set of rules which govern pirates behavior on a vessel. 

 

http://www.pirateglossary.com/areasoftheship
http://www.pirateglossary.com/ships
http://www.pirateglossary.com/weaponry


come about 
To bring the ship full way around in the wind. Used in general while sailing into 
the wind, but also used to indicate a swing back into the enemy in combat. 

 

crack Jenny’s tea cup 
To spend the night in a house of ill repute. 

Related: Merriment & Misery 

 

crimp 
To procure (sailors or soldiers) by trickery or coercion, or one who crimps. 

Related: Namecalling 

 

dance the hempen jig 
To hang. 

Related: Places 

 

Davy Jones’ Locker 
A fictional place at the bottom of the ocean. In short, a term meaning death. Davy 
Jones was said to sink every ship he ever over took, and thus, the watery grave 

http://www.pirateglossary.com/merrimentandmisery
http://www.pirateglossary.com/namecalling
http://www.pirateglossary.com/places


that awaited all who were sunk by him was given his name. To die at sea is to go 
to Davy Jones' Locker. 

 

dead men tell no tales 
Standard pirate excuse for leaving no survivors. 

 

deadlights 
1. Strong shutters or plates fastened over a ship's porthole or cabin window in 

stormy weather. 
2. Thick windows set in a ship's side or deck. 
3. Eyes. 

 

fire in the hole 
A warning issued before a cannon is fired. 

 

furl 
To roll up and secure, especially a ship’s sail. 

 

give no quarter 



The refusal to spare lives of an opponent. Pirates raise a red flag to threaten no 
quarter will be given. 

See also quarter. 

Related: Flags 

 

handsomely 
Quickly or carefully; in a shipshape style. 

 

haul wind 
To direct a ship into the wind. 

 

heave down 
To turn a vessel on its side for cleaning. 

 

heave  
An interjection meaning to come to a halt. 

 

ho 

http://www.pirateglossary.com/flags


Used to express surprise or joy, to attract attention to something sighted, or to 
urge onward. 

 

letter of marque 
A document given to a sailor (privateer) giving him amnesty from piracy laws as 
long as the ships plunders are of an enemy nation. A large portion of the pirates 
begin as privateers with this symbol of legitimacy. The earnings of a privateer are 
significantly better than any of a soldier at sea. Letters of marque aren't always 
honored, however, even by the government that issues them. Captain Kidd had 
letters of marque and his own country hanged him anyway. 

Related: Famous Pirates 

 

list 
To lean to one side. 

See also: heel 

 

long clothes 
A style of clothing best suited to land. A pirate, or any sailor, doesn't have the 
luxury of wearing anything loose that might get in the way while climbing up 
riggings. Landsmen, by contrast, could adorn themselves with baggy pants, coats, 
and stockings. 

 

http://www.pirateglossary.com/famouspirates
http://www.pirateglossary.com/measurement


marooned 
To be stranded, particularly on a desert isle. 

See also maroon. 

 

me 
My. 

 

no prey, no pay 
A common pirate law meaning a crew received no wages, but rather shared 
whatever loot was taken.  

 

overhaul 
1. To slacken a line. 
2. To gain upon in a chase; to overtake. 

 

parley (sometimes incorrectly “parlay”) 
A conference or discussion between opposing sides during a dispute, especially 
when attempting a truce, originating from the French, "parler," meaning "to 
speak." The term was used in "Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black 



pearl" as part of Pirate law
 

piracy 
Robbery committed at sea. 

 

quarter 
Derived from the idea of "shelter", quarter is given when mercy is offered by 
pirates. Quarter is often the prize given to an honorable loser in a pirate fight. 

See also give no quarter. 

 

reef sails 
To shorten the sails by partially tying them up, either to slow the ship or to keep a 
strong wind from putting too much strain on the masts. 

 

run a shot across the bow 
A command to fire a warning shot. 

 

Sail ho! 
An exclamation meaning another ship is in view. The sail, of course, is the first 
part of a ship visible over the horizon. 



 

Scupper that! 
An expression of anger or derision meaning "Throw that overboard!" 

 

sea legs 
The ability to adjust one's balance to the motion of a ship, especially in rough 
seas. After walking on a ship for long periods of time, sailors became accustomed 
to the rocking of the ship in the water. Early in a voyage a sailor was said to be 
lacking his "sea legs" when the ship motion was still foreign to him. After a 
cruise, a sailor would often have trouble regaining his "land legs" and would 
swagger on land. 

 

Shiver me timbers! 
An expression of surprise or strong emotion. In stormy weather and rough seas, 
the support timbers of a ship would "shiver" which might startle the crew. The 
phrase may have been less common during the Golden Age of Piracy than it had 
become later in fictional works. 

 

Show a leg! 
A phrase used to wake up a sleeping pirate. 

 



Sink me! 
An expression of surprise. Many pirate exclamations used exaggerated imagery to 
highten a point. Ye might say the sailors were punchy or a bit melodramatic after 
a lengthy stay at sea.   

 

smartly 
Quickly. 

 

take a caulk 
To take a nap. On the deck of a ship, between planks, was a thick caulk of black 
tar and rope to keep water from between decks. This term came about either 
because sailors who slept on deck ended up with black lines across their backs or 
simply because sailors laying down on deck were as horizontal as the caulk of the 
deck itself. 

 

to go on account 
A pleasant term used by pirates to describe the act of turning pirate. The basic 
idea was that a pirate was more "free lance" and thus was, more or less, going into 
business for himself. 

 

warp 



To move (a vessel) by hauling on a line that is fastened to or around a piling, 
anchor, or pier. 

 

weigh anchor 
To haul the anchor up; more generally, to leave port. 

 

ye 
You. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pirate Activities & Fun Ideas for Kids 



 

You have come to the right place if you are looking for fun, engaging and exciting Pirate 
themed activities to do with toddlers, preschoolers and kindergartners. Our activities are widely 
used by teachers, moms, dads, child care providers and more! 

All our activities are available at no cost and are free to print and share. Select below to get 
started. 

Pirate Arts and Crafts 
 
Pirate Flags 
Take small white plastic kitchen bags and cut out squares. Staple 
black construction paper cross bones and “skull” to them. Staple to 
kitchen straws. 

Wave Jars 
Set out baby food jars, vegetable oil, water and food coloring. Let 
each of the children fill one of the baby food jars halfway with water and add two or three drops 
of food coloring. Fill each child’s jar to the top with the oil. Screw the lid on tightly. If 
necessary, seal the lid with hot glue and allow it to cool. Let the children shake their wave jars 
back and forth to create waves. 

Treasure Bags 
Provide paper lunch bags for the children to decorate with glitter and gold paint. Help them write 
“Trevor’s Treasures”. The children can use them at the end of the week to take their loot home 
with them in or to store their gold rocks from the Sandbox Treasure art project. 

Treasure Chests 
Provide each child with a shoebox. Give them scissors and glue and assorted decorative 



materials for them to make a treasure chest for themselves. (foil wrap, buttons, ribbon, pearls, 
wrapping paper, beads, etc) 

  

Pirate Games and Activities 
 
Pirate’s Cove 
Section off an area with a black curtain that is ripped 
into strips for kids to go through. Inside the cove. have a 
search for buried treasure: 

Get a trunk if possible, or use a box painted with skull 
and crossbones. Add in a lot of play sand, and “bury” 
little dime-store treasures for kids to find. Make up 
treasure bags with crossbones on them for the kids to 
put the “treasures” in. Have another box of sand with “sea shore” finds – gather shells and 
seaweeds to put in the box of sand. 

Island Hopping 
Place several pillows around a large open area. Tell your children they are islands. Have the 
children hop from island to island without falling in the water. Make up stories about pirates and 
alligators while playing. 

Treasure Game 
Cut circles from cardboard. Wrap each circle in aluminum foil to represent coins. To Play – Hide 
the coins around the party area. To begin the game, announce that another group of Pirates snuck 
onto the ship and has stolen all of our treasure. We must all look for and rescue our treasure. 

Measure Hunt 
We have learned about feet, inches, centimeters and meters. I divided the class into groups of 2 -
3 “pirates” and gave each group a specific number (eg. 5 inches) to measure around the room. 
Each group had to search the room for objects of that length and record what they found…they 
measured pencils, desks, classmate’s feet, big books, words on the word wall…anything they 
could find! 

After a certain amount of time, I had all of my pirates return to their “ship” (desk) and create a 
poster of a treasure chest. Inside the lid, it says the measurement they were searching for. In the 
treasure chest, they drew pictures of the objects they found. They then shared their posters with 
the class. 



(By the way, I warned the class that any pirate who got too noisy was going to “walk the 
plank”…not one single voice got louder than a whisper!) 

Swashbuckling Bread sticks 
We can have a sword fight with bread sticks the object is to break down your opponent’s bread 
stick, without damaging their own, or as little as possible. When one player’s bread stick 
becomes so short that he or she can no longer use it, the player surrenders the stub and is forced 
to “walk the plank” 

Pirate Scavenger Hunt 
We hide the items in the area beforehand then the kids are given a list of what to find. 
1 skull & cross bones (I make them out of white fun foam) 
1 Jolly Roger Flag 
4 golden doubloons (chocolate gold covered coins) 
1 bottle of rum (I use those little liqueur chocolate bottles) 
3 jewels (I use different colored beads, red for rubies, green for emeralds and so on) 
1 gold earring 
2 parrot feathers 
1 eye patch 
1 treasure map 
1 shell from Oak Island 

Give the kids an allotted time to find as many items on the list. 

Pirate Treasure 
Materials rocks white glue powder paint sequins glitter. Children paint their rocks with the paint 
(white glue mixed with powder paint). Then they stick on the sequins and glitter to make their 
pirate treasure. 

Treasure Hunt 
Make a treasure hunt around the house or garden to find hidden chocolate coins. 

Treasure hunt 
Before children arrive, wrap goodies in gold foil or wrapping paper. Hide them around the house. 
At a given signal, the children can hunt for the hidden treasure and place it in their treasure 
chests or a “loot” bag of some kind. 

Field Trip 
Perth, Western Australia, the Historic Boats Museum in Fremantle has a wonderful preschool 
program centered around pirates. 

Decorations 
· Draw skull and crossbones on cloth or paper and hang from ceiling 
· Draw treasure maps on paper place mats 



Pirate Costume Ideas 
· Bandannas – Cut out square pieces of red cotton, polka dotted or plain & tie around the 
children’s head. 

· Belts – Cut large strips of black cotton to make the belts to tie around their waists. 

· Eye patches – Cut out eye patches from black cardboard and fasten rubber bands onto them 
and put over one eye. 

· Mustaches – Give each child a black eye-liner pencil and provide a mirror for them to draw a 
mustache on their face. 

· Pirate Name – What’s a pirate without a great pirate name? Provide them with buttons to write 
a name on and pin it on their clothing. 

· Buccaneer hats – fold a sheet of tissue into a 20×15 inch rectangle. Now fold the rectangle 
into a 10×15 inch rec., with the major fold at the top. Fold the corners of each top side down 7 
inches and crease. There should be about a 1 inch space at the top. Fold bottom on each side up 
1-1/2 inches. Crease. Fold up 1-1/2 inches again and crease. Turn hat over and repeat on the 
other side. Staple hat together at edges. On the right side of hat, slightly off center, staple a 
feather behind the cuff or brim. Stick a gold seal over the staple. 

· Hooks – Draw a hook on cardboard, cut it out and insert it in the bottom of a Styrofoam cup. 
The kids then insert there hand and it looks like a Pirate’s Hook Hand. 3. 

· Get earrings from Mom that are clip-ons. 
· Add a red kerchief from the dime store and make an instant “scurvy swabbie”. 
· Use instant tattoos to create real swashbucklers. 
· If possible, get white t-shirts, and using red/black fabric paint or shoeshine applicators, paint 
stripes on them. 

  

 

Pirate Recipes and Snacks 



 
Sea Wolf Sandwiches (canned tuna and mayo) 
Be sure beforehand that no children have allergies to seafood.This 
could be fatal to a child who is allergic to fish. 

Exotic Nectars 
Fruit juice with coconut milk added 

Cake 
Shape like a desert island. You can get little Lego sets or Play Mobil sets with cute little pirate 
items that could be used as decorations on the cake. 

Pirate Ships 
Make the boats from halved bread rolls covered with peanut butter, with paper sails on cocktail 
sticks. 
_________________ 
Related Books 

Maggie and the Pirate by Ezra Jack Keats 
Grandma and the Pirates by Phoebe Gilman 
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